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TAX OVERHAUL 


Tax plan goes to Senate 


House approves major overhaul, 
but future prospects uncertain. 


By Alan Framand Marcy Gordon 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Republicans 
pushed a $1.5 trillion overhaul 
of business and personal income 
taxes through the House on Thurs- 
day, edging toward the code’s big- 
gest rewrite in three decades and 
the first major legislative triumph 
for President Donald Trump and 
the GOP after 10 bumpy months 
of controlling government. 

The mostly party-line 227-205 
vote masked more ominous prob- 
lems in the Senate. There, a simi- 
lar package received a politically 
awkward verdict from nonparti- 
san congressional analysts show- 
ing it would eventually produce 
higher taxes for low- and mid- 
dle-income earners but deep 
reductions for those better off. 

Those projections came a day 
after Wisconsin Sen. Ron Johnson 
became the first GOP senator to 
state opposition to the measure, 
saying it didn’t cut levies enough 
for millions of partnerships and 
corporations. With at least five 
other Republican senators yet 
to declare support, the bill’s fate 
is far from certain in a chamber 
the GOP controls by just 52-48. 

Even so, Republicans are hop- 
ing to send a compromise bill 
for Trump to sign by Christmas. 

“Now is the time to deliver,” 
the White House said in a written 
statement that underscored the 
party’s effort to maintain momen- 
tum and outrace critics. Those 
include the AARP lobby for older 
people, major medical organiza- 
tions, Realtors — and, in all like- 
lihood, every Senate Democrat. 

With this summer’s crash of 


New nonpartisan analysis says 
Senate version favors wealthy. 


House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy of California (left) and House Speaker Paul Ryan of Wisconsin 


(center) celebrate with fellow House Republicans following the passage of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Actin 


the GOP effort to dismantle Presi- 
dent Barack Obama's health care 
law, Republicans see a success- 
ful tax effort as the best way to 
avert major losses in next year’s 
congressional elections. House 
Republicans conceded they are 
watching the Senate warily. 
“Political survival depends on 
us doing this,” said Rep. Kevin 
Cramer, R-N.D. “One of the things 
that scares me a little bit is that 
they’re going to screw up the bill 
to the point we can’t pass it.” 


Taxbill continued on A7 


the Rayburn Room on Thursday at the U.S. Capitol in Washington. chip SOMODEVILLA/ GETTY IMAGES 


WHAT'S NEXT 

E it remains unclear whether the final tax bill will resemble 
anything like what the House passed Thursday. A Senate version 
of the bill, titled the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, contains major 
differences — including a controversial repeal of the Affordable 
Care Act’s mandate that individuals purchase health insurance. 
m With key Republican balking, and the GOP holding only a two- 
vote majority, the Senate version could still change drastically. 
epublican lawmakers must also find a way to bridge the big 
differences between the House and Senate bills, a hurdle given 
the varied priorities of lawmakers in the two chambers. 

E The Senate plans to take up the legislation next month. 
Despite the challenges, GOP leaders are hoping to get a final bill 
to President Donald Trump's desk by Christmas. 
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Business, cargo flights 
proposed for Dobbins 


Officials, residents 
optimistic of potential 
economic impact. 


By Meris Lutz 
mlutz@aje.com 

and Tamar Hallerman 
tamarhallerman@ajc.com 


Marietta’s Dobbins Air Reserve 
Base could be getting more air 
traffic due to a provision tucked 
into Congress’ new defense pol- 
icy bill. 

Language added to the bill by 
Georgia lawmakers would remove 
a 28-year-old provision that’s 
limited usage of the base’s run- 
way and air control tower to the 
Defense Department and Lock- 
heed Martin. 

The effect would be to open 
up the base to non-passenger 
civilian flights, possibly by busi- 
nesses, research institutions, gov- 
ernment agencies and others. 

Capt. Meredith Kirchoff, public 
affairs chief for the base, wrote 
in an email that changing the 


legislation was just the first step. 
Going forward, she wrote, a state 
or local government entity will 
need to act as a sponsor to apply 
for “joint use” of the runway. 

“That request will be carefully 
reviewed by the Air Force and 
must be in the best interest of the 
installation,” she wrote. “Addi- 
tionally, before a partnership is 
entered, considerations such as 
environmental impacts and com- 
munity input will be taken into 
account to ensure any agreement 
is mutually beneficial to the Air 
Force, interested party and the 
community.” 

Lawmakers and some resi- 
dents hope the change will help 
protect the base and the local 
economy that has relied on it 
since it was the site of the Bell 
Bomber Plant. 

“What is good for Dobbins is 
usually good for Marietta,” Sal- 
leigh Grubbs, who lives nearby 
and works in manufacturing, 
wrote on Facebook. 


Dobbins continued on A8 


Film revisits Maynard Jackson’s life 


Atlanta 
Mayor 
Maynard 
Jackson Jr. 
“knocked 
out" 
Muhammad 
Aliina1975 
charity 
event, with 
state Sen. 
Julian Bond 
officiating. 
Anew 
documentary 
about the life 
of Jackson, 
Atlanta's first 
black mayor, 
premiered 
Thursday 
night in New 
York. “It 

was like an 
astounding 
thing toseea 
Southern city 
elect ablack 
mayor,” said 
director Sam 
Pollard. 
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HEX COLLECTION FOR MEN 


NEW ALLEGATIONS. 


Woman: 
Franken 
harassed 
me in ’06 
US. senator apologizes, 


says he'll welcome 
ethics investigation. 


By Matthew Daly 
and Juliet Linderman 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Sen. Al Franken 
faces a storm of criticism and a 
likely ethics investigation after a 
Los Angeles radio anchor accused 
him Thursday of 
forcibly kissing 
her and grop- 
ing her during 
a 2006 USO 
tour. He is the 
first member of 
Congress caught 
up in the recent 
wave of allega- 
tions of sexual 
abuse and inap- 
propriate behavior. 

Franken apologized, but the 
criticism only grew through the 
day. Fellow Democrats swiftly 
condemned his actions, mind- 
ful of the current climate as well 
as the prospect of political blow- 
back. 

Republicans, still forced to 
answer for the multiple allega- 
tions facing Alabama Senate can- 
didate Roy Moore, joined in press- 
ing for an investigation. Franken 
said he would welcome it. 

Leeann Tweeden posted her 
allegations, including a photo of 
Franken and her, on the website 
of KABC, where she works as a 


Sen. Al 
Franken 


Franken continued on A4 


ALSOINSIDE 

» The conversation about wom- 
en, power and sexual miscon- 
duct that has consumed the 
United States in recent weeks 
has now raised a question: De- 
cades after Bill Clinton's presi- 
dency, should his defenders re- 
think their position? A4 

» The Alabama Republican Par- 
ty affirmed it would continue 
backing U.S. Senate candidate 
Roy Moore despite allegations 
he faces of sexual misconduct 
with teenagers. Moore vowed to 
keep fighting, AS 


METRO, B1 
Opioids may point 
tosurgeinhepatitisC 


Georgia's tally of more than 
14,000 victims sets arecord; 
heroin needle use a likely factor. 
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